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Thank you, more than tongue can tell, to Our Contributing Partners

Oaks Park & Metro Parent Magazine
Canby Community Preschool, Hancock Street Preschool, Hill-
sboro Parent Preschool, Irvington Cooperative Preschool, Village
Cooperative Preschool, SW Parent-Child Collective Preschool

And the following businesses contributing to PCPO’s Conference
Boyd’s Coffee, Noah’s Bagels, PGE, and Sweet Tomatoes

Thank you also to the following businesses for contributing to our

Ananya Studio
Barefoot Books
Discovery Toys

Kindertunes

OAEYC
Oaks Park
Village Freeschool
West Linn Community Preschool
Child Care Recourses and Referral of Washington County

Creation Station

LE Bookman

Aspecial thanks to Cathy Vause for cooking the Teachers’ Brunch; her
delectable egg dish recipe is printed in this Connection.

Last but not least, many thanks to all the wonderful committee mem-
bers and volunteers that helped organize the conference before, during

—Parent Child Preschools of Oregon Board Members

A teacher remembers

I love the memory of a week-long
teacher’s seminar with Bev on a cruise
around Hawaii. Every morning she
would start with “This is the best thing |
ever did with kids,” and it WAS! We met
in the bar of the ship and the bartender
was assigned to make our coffee and
leave. But when he heard the excitement

Jamie A. Maier,
new PCPO Program Coordinator

By Katharina Cahen

Many of you had the pleasure of
meeting Jamie at the great Bev Bos
Conference a few weeks ago; you found
out at first glance that she is beautiful,
witty and helpful but did you know
where she met her husband Josh? There
are obviously only two ways to meet a
husband in North Dakota.

After getting her BAin Communica-
tion with a minor in English Literature
from the University of North Dakota,
Jamie worked for the Radio Marketing
Group, hosting talk shows, as well as
being the Program Director and putting
on special events.

In winter of 1998, Jamie came to
Klamath Falls, OR, to be with her
husband and work as News Director/
On-Air Talent for the New Northwest
Broadcasters, but then after one year,
Jamie decided to take a break from the
Radio/Broadcasting and take on a new
challenge: The US Bank.

After one year of being a Personal
Banker, she spent four years as Op-

that sentence engendered, he stayed,
polished glasses and joined in the activi-
ties when he could. He wrote each of
us a Christmas card that year and said
it was the best thing he had ever done
with teachers — and it WAS!

—Lois Todd

erations Specialist
for US Bank, un-
til Jamie took her
business that she
had opened a few
months prior as her
full-time employ-
ment, www.mom-
mysupplies.com.
Jamie maintained an
ebay storefront with
everything that goes
along with that chal-
lenge. She closed
the online store a
couple of weeks ago
because the passion
for it had passed
and she wanted to
focus fully on her
new PCPO position.

Anything to do with ebay or comput-
ers intimidates me, so when | see Jamie
as a mother of two gorgeous girls and
being an entrepreneur that make her
super mom to me. While working from
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Bev Bos spoke at the
PCPO Annual Parenting

Childhood
Education Conference

held in March

& Early

Parental words of wisdom
by Bev Bos

Bev Bos put all under her spell who
attended the Teachers’ Brunch and the
Seminar! Even if you could only stay
for a small part of the conference, like
I did, there were several pearls to take
home and cherish.

One of the important messages | took
home was that “Creativity will conquer
over academics” (these are my words,
not Bev’s). She mentioned that the child
who can read and write early and is
conversant in today’s computer world

may not have the job we train him/her
for so frantically. The jobs we have
today may not be there when our pre-
schoolers are hitting the job market.
The ones who will always survive
are the ones who are creative and have
imagination! | found comfort in that
as my five year old still thinks that
after eleven comes thirteen and has
problems with numbers, but give her
“stuff” and she will create fireworks
with balloons or garlands.
—Katharina Cahen

Preschool words of wisdom by Bev Bos
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home and taking care of the girls, there
is still room for dreams, big and small.
Madeline (3) wants to go into Space
and Grace (4) to Disneyland. Jamie
would be happy to go back to Mexico
(Continued on Page 2)

In regard to making a mess: “If the
world won’t end, let it go.”

Let children be three and four years old.
“Readiness and mess are two words not
allowed in my preschool.”

Bev’s example of having us practice us-
ing a walker one day a week so that we
can be “ready” for old age.

—Compiled by Kathy Ems
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President’s Corner

By Kathy Ems

Why do | volunteer with PCPO? | do ask
myself that sometimes. | know for sure that |
got agreatjob several years ago because of my
experience as PCPO treasurer. “Sure, | know
what a 990 is and have completed several. |
can do that for you.”

When I look at my life, | know that volunteer
work is a very important part of it. As | face a
really big birthday, I’ve done a quick assess-
ment of where | am.

= Health — my family and | are healthy

= Family — we’ve survived the turbulent

teens and are getting along well

e Career - | have a part-time job | love

= \olunteer work — In addition to volunteer-

ing with PCPO, on Sundays | help my
niece who has lupus.

= Friends — many of my best friends are from

the PCPO community. Thisway | can have
agood time (and we do) and do something
positive.

I’m here to offer you a great opportunity to
make friends, have fun, and support a cause
that has been a part of each of our lives. Vol-
unteer to serve on the board of your co-op or
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on PCPO’s board. PCPO would especially love
to have some Dads back on our board. We’ve
had two men on our board almost every year
recently, until 2007-8.

Volunteer for whatever reason suits you
— friends, using your mind for something in
the adult world, adding to your resume for
when you return to work, giving back to the
co-op community. I’m sure many other reasons
exist.

PCPO has some fun board member oppor-

tunities available now - including leading
the Presidents’ Council Meetings. We have
smaller jobs, too, such as helping with the
conference.

Give us a call and have fun as you volun-
teer.

Cheese Souffle

8 slices white bread - buttered

5 eggs beaten

1 pint milk

1/2 Ib. sharp cheddar cheese- cubed

Cut the buttered bread into 1 inch
cubes. Make alternate layers of cubed
bread and cheese in pan. Combine beat-
en eggs with milk (and salt and pepper
to taste) and pour this mixture over the
other ingredients. Cover and refrigerate
overnight.

Teachers’ Brunch menu item a huge hit

Bake uncovered at 325 degrees for 40-
45 minutes or until puffy and mixture is
set. Serves 8.

From 50 Years of Loaves and Fishes and
other Dishes

Note: for the PCPO event, each one of
the serving pans held a double recipe.
| ended up baking the souffles about 1
hour 20 minutes.

—Cathy Vause

Jamie A. Maier

(Continued from Page 1)
or London, or travel anywhere if money and time
allowed.

When | asked Jamie why she applied for the PCPO
position, she replied, “Last year, | was at the NOW
and Ali came to the Presidents’ room and said that
if it wasn’t for Co-ops and her involvement with
them, she would never have her job. I thought, ‘I
want your job.” Now | have it.

“When the job became available, | was in a transi-
tion point of my life. My business was not as profit-
able as it had been in the past and the passion | had
for it was not as strong as it had been but | was not
ready to leave my children to take a job outside of

Moving?

Have friends or family looking for a co-op
preschool in their neighborhood? For referrals
to PCPO schools, call (503) 293-6161
or email pcpo@pcpo.info.

Portland Cooperative School

Students, Parents, Teachers Growing Together

An Independent K-8 School
located in inner southwest Portland

Portland Cooperative

School '

A caring parent-participation learning
community that bridges the gap between
school and home.

ematic, interconnected curriculum.
Inquiry, investigation, creative problem-solving.
Small, mixed-age classes.
Lovely outdoor spaces and garden.
Fall 2008 enrollment is for grades K-3

Please visit our website for upcoming
Open House dates and events

PCS is located at 2201 S.W. Vermont Street
www.pdxcoopschool.org/(503) 244-7550

the home. | have so much left to do with them and
this job not only lets me do that, but also teaches
me how to be a better parent by exposing me to so
many fantastic early childhood ideas.”

Like most moms, Jamie would appreciate a mas-
sage, going out for wine tasting with some friends
and know that a good babysitter is taking care of
the children. Gardening is one of her hobbies and
Gerbera Daisies her favorite. | love the way Jamie
described what she likes in her garden, “the chaotic
organization of anything in the mum family, other
than dandelions.”

When it comes to food, Jamie likes most every-
thing, in particular Chinese food and corned beef,
but all has to end with cookies. When it comes to
favorite coffee places, something that is important
to most Portlanders, Jamie stays true to her North
Dakota upbringing and enjoys the plain old cup of
coffee, as long as it is BLACK. Portland did add the
Tazo’s chai latte to that though.

When time permits more than reading a cookbook,
Mark Twain or Kurt Vonnegut Jr, (you have to ask
her who that is) are her preferred authors.

There are so many wonderful facets of Jamie Maier
that I think you should strike up a conversation with
her. Witty people make her smile, so it is worth it
at any rate. Or, if you are still curious where one
finds the husband in North Dakota, the answer will
certainly make you smile.

PCPO Mission Statement

PCPO's primary purpose is to act on behalf

of the needs and interests of young children by:

« promoting developmentally appropriate pro-
grams according to the current consensus
of the early childhood profession;

« strengthening and expanding the interde-
pendence of the parent-teacher cooperative
philosophy;

* promoting the development of cooperative
schools through the exchange of infor-
mation, while respecting the diversity of
educational philosophies without compro-
mising the standards of PCPO

* providing resources and services for teach-
ers, families and schools; and

« studying and promoting activities and pro-
grams designed to further the health and
well-being of children and families.







